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what it means to us

what it means for you

what it means for animal well-being

Under two different
labels we can offer you our
own quality Tunis fleeces as
well as locally sourced wool
of other breeds.
Over the last decade we have
learned of a number of folks in
Arizona and other Four Corners states who, for one reason or another, keep between 1 and 10 sheep of various
breeds. Many consider the fiber a liability, feeling that a
single fleece or two is more trouble than it’s worth, and
so it ends up composted at best, or sent to the landfill at
worst.
By networking with animal owners and shearers we have
developed access to a wide variety of fleeces and fibers,
far beyond what we would be able to grow ourselves —
it’s the ultimate spinner’s flock!! We decided if we could
see the sheep shorn and return home in one day, that
fleece qualified as “locally grown,” nothwitstanding the
week-long trip to Cunnington Farms in Moab, Utah, for
continuing education and the shearing of as many as 75
sheep.
Now, fiber labeled Woolhalla Tunis is grown by us, and
fiber labeled Farm at the End of the Road is otherwise
locally sourced. The very best and most pristine fiber of
both lines is sorted and sold as raw wool.

Here’s where you come in
The locally sourced fiber from the Farm at the End of the
Road will always be unique; we may never have second
chance at a given breed’s fleece, or to blend a particular
combination of fibers. This gives you a chance to explore
fibers that might otherwise exceed your budget or fleeces
that you only hear about.
Your support of this particular fiber line gives you a chance
to be a key part of the wool circle: knowing that the fleece
is sold and the shearing paid for is a nudge to farmers who
might otherwise not raise a rare or unconventional breed
of animal; and so the sheep and goat gene pool remains a
tiny bit more diversified, and the landfill less stressed.

This is not a healthy sheep or healthy fiber,
no matter how tempting the fiber length
Regularly shearing requires a farmer or shearer to have
hands-on time with an animal. Because a fleece can
weigh 12-15 pounds even in the desert, more than a
year’s fleece growth becomes a burden of extra weight
and extra heat for the sheep to carry. Regular shearing
means that sheep get checked for parasites or hidden
wounds, meds and vaccines can be given, and hooves
trimmed. Without knowledge that the fleece is sold, the
“sheep spa” treatment is easy to put off if only a couple
of animals are involved.

Excessively long fiber attracts mud, veg, and parasites
which weighs the sheep down further. Also the fleece
quality deteriorates due to longer exposure to sun and
wind, or it may develop weak
spots along the fiber shaft as
environment and/or feed conditions change several times.
Weak spots may also develop
after a ewe gives birth, so if the
fleece is not shorn yearly, there
is the potential for a break after
each lambing season.

locally sourced fiber
the end result

Everyone benefits
When you support locally grown and produced
items, it means you are taking a stand against
waste, excessive fuel use, and products massproduced to the point where individuality is lost.
But it also means that you are making a stand for
small farms and small business, as well as for
access to products unique to this area.
The water, soil, growing conditions, animals, and
artists come together here in ways found nowhere
else and Farm at the End of the Road is delighted to be in the middle of it! We like being able to
facilitate a product unique to this place. A decade
in we are still learning, and always have plans for
new ways to showcase local fiber!

Woolhalla Tunis, a registered flock

from
The Farm at the End of the Road
Queen Creek, Arizona
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